Given that we just completed the 2008 Brassworld Rookie Draft, I thought it would be neat to look back to the 2005 draft and see how we all did as draft coordinators.  I also figured it was less painful for me to look back than preview this year's races, as I don't think that the Mounders will be very competitive this season.
The past drafts are on the website (there Henry, a plug), and if you look back on past drafts, the further away the draft is, the more obvious it is that, despite a very knowledgeable group of owners in Brassworld, the whole drafting process is a crapshoot.  It also serves as a good dose of humble pie for yours truly, and a chance to laugh at my many past mistakes.  Why did I pick some of these guys?
Studly Drafts:

Baltimore:  I have to say, this one looks like the best draft to me.  Chris Young (32) and Brian McCann (53) are great picks, but Jonathan Papelbon (77) might be even better!  Homer Bailey (55)  and Neil Walker (71) have a lot of promise and could deliver big time as soon as the 2008 season.  Val Majewski (47) is going to get some playing time for the Orioles this season, so we will see what he has, but even if he isn't in the same league as the other top 100 picks that Baltimore had in 2005, the Bays had a great draft.  The remaining 6 picks weren't so hot (Joe Horgan (126) , Humberto Quintero (147), Phil Norton (167), Jason Young (183), Byron Gettis (196), and Carmen Cali (206)), but if you are going to whiff, do so at the end of the draft, after hitting 5 homers with your early picks like Baltimore did.
Silver:  Ryan Howard (#16) makes Silver's entire draft.  Wow, that one sure has panned out.  Lenny only drafted 3 other guys the entire draft (Kyle Davies, Mike Adams, and Justin Germano) with mixed results.  Davies and Germano look like possible keepers, but Germano was available again this year, so how much credit do we give Lenny for drafting him and then cutting him?  Still, when you get an MVP 3 years out of a rookie draft, that is a very successful draft.

Rivendell:  Matt Holliday (5) and Brad Hawpe (80) were big-time hits, two-thirds of a championship outfield for the Colorado Rockies.  Give me 2 hits every draft like Holliday and Hawpe, and I might even have a good team some day.  Jorge Cantu (38) had one solid season as a good hitting, weak fielding middle infielder, and Michael Bourn (134) is still something of a prospect who could pan out, and if he does, this draft will get even better.  Luis Terrerro (62) has been pretty insignificant, and Cody Haerther (155) didn't pan out at all.

Greenville:  Russell Martin (157) and Dustin Pedroia (116) look like very good players for years to come and possible all-stars of the calibre of Holliday and Hawpe for Rivendell.  Plus, Greenville got great value with those two, considering where they were picked.  Tack on Chad Qualls (81), who has been a solid reliever for 4 seasons, and you have a very successful draft.  Frank Francisco (37) and Chris Shelton (176) each had one good card before dropping off, and both could continue to contribute this season, so they haven't been complete busts.  Scott Dohman (91) and Brian Anderson (28) are still kicking around with mixed success. Bucky Jacobsen (65) and Preston Larrison (138) didn't pan out at all, but if you pick 9 guys and only have 2 complete busts, you had success.

Good Drafts:
Gotham City:  Josh Willingham (123) is a solid pick, especially that late in the draft.  He has been a fixture in the Marlins lineup for seasons, and looks like he will be again in 2008.  Carlos Quentin (17)  and Kurt Suzuki (74) could still pan out, and both are projected to start this season, but so far their contributions have not justified their draft status.  Jason Frasor (45) has provided 4 years of solid middle relief (he was actually a closer one year for Toronto), and could continue to contribute as a solid middle reliever for a couple more seasons.  John Mayberry (101),  Mitch Einertson (164),  and Dan Putnam (194) haven't flamed out yet, though none of them look like future stars at this point.  Hard to criticize picks that late in the draft for not turning into stars.  Adam Harben (145) looks like a bust.
Exeter:  You could make the case for moving this draft into the category of Studly Draft.  Jeff Francis (9) is a good starting pitcher, a solid 200 inning contributor, and Howie Kendrick (153) is a regular in Anaheim with a potentially great bat.  Brandon McCarthy (25) has a spot in the Texas rotation for this year and has been a contributor (though never 200 innings) for 3 seasons, and Kendry Morales (36) will get some time as a DH for somebody, though he hasn't really produced as expected when he was drafted.  Nook Logan (115) may hang around as a bench player/5th outfielder for a couple of seasons, providing some at bats and a pinch runner, which isn't bad return for the 115th pick in a draft, though for a steroid user he is pretty skinny.  So why does this draft not move up a category?  Well, Omar Quintanilla (27), Jake Stevens (64), Allan Simpson (93), Andy Green (137), and Jerry Gil (159) look like complete busts at this point, and I think having that many complete whiffs counts against you, particularly with picks in the first 100 of the entire draft.

Williamsburg:  Well, Ryan Zimmerman (109) may not be an MVP like Ryan Howard, but he sure looks like a franchise player and a perennial all star, and was great value for the 109th pick in the draft.  Heath Bell (153), Mike Wuertz (131), and Anthony Reyes (29) have contributed, and might contribute a lot more in the near term, but for the 29th pick in the draft, didn't you think Reyes would have contributed more at this point? Same for Mike Pelfrey (86), but I would love to have both Reyes and Pelfrey, and 2008 could be their breakout years.  Heck, for the 153rd pick in a draft, Bell's 2007 season for the Padres alone was an incredible return.  Of course, Jim didn't keep him, so how much credit should we give the head Burgess for this pick?  Same analysis for Matt Thornton (172), another decent reliever and very late pick that Jim cut.  Tyler Greene (59) might yet pan out, but probably wouldn't merit such a high pick at this point.  Shinjo Takasu (2) didn't work out so well, particularly for such a high pick, and Francisco Hernandez (84) hasn't panned out either.  So, basically, we have Zimmerman, Reyes, Pelfrey, and some relievers, one of whom Jim kept, out of 9 picks.  See what I mean about a crapshoot?
Buckeye:  Noah Lowry (4) is a solid member of the Giants rotation and Tadahito Iguchi (7) has been a good second baseman for a couple of seasons.  Not bad return for 2 picks in the top 10, but no future all stars either. Zach Duke (32) could still pan out, but his numbers have been going south over the past 2 seasons. Ambiorex Burgos (89) also could develop, but Ray cut him before he contributed anything, so hard to give him too much credit if Burgos does pan out. Ezequiel Astacio (52) and Brad Knox (111) were busts.  So why is this a good draft?  How about Scott Baker (173), probably the best player of the bunch, picked with the team's last pick.  That is great value, and when you tack on the contributions of Lowry, Iguchi, and Duke, you could do a lot worse (and I usually have).
Virginia:  Robinson Cano (148) and Ian Kinsler (114) are good players and great values given where they were picked, though Kinsler is no longer with the team, but nobody else has produced much at the major league level yet.  However, Brandon Wood (103) and Joey Votto (166) could be regulars this year, and also could hit in the middle of the Patriot lineup starting in 2009.  Good return for picks that late.  Chris Nelson (54) might still pan out, though his star has fallen a bit since 2005.  Reynel Pinto (184) has already produced good value for a pick this late in the draft, and he has a chance to contribute even more than 2 solid seasons of relief.  Steven Shell (195) might not have panned out, but when you review what Mike has gotten already, and what Wood and Votto are expected to bring real soon, this was a very good draft and could turn into a great draft if Wood and Votto are as good as advertised.

LaFontaine Park:  Daniel had a very good draft, which is one reason why the Diamonds will kick my butt in netplay all year long. Billy Butler (106), Dice K (151) and Phillip Hughes (199) could turn this into a great draft, if Butler and Hughes develop as expected, particularly when you consider where they were picked.  Willy Taveras (30) has been a useful player with speed and a great glove, and Daniel was able to turn him into something in a trade with Taggart.  David Newhan (51) gave him a very good card off the bench for one season.  Chris Snyder (32),  Brian Dopirak (79), Eric Crozier (170), and Jaimie D'Antona (187) didn't pan out, and having Snyder fail with such an early pick hurts.  This is one of those drafts that could look better in a year or two if Butler and Hughes become perennial all-stars.

Santa Barbara:  No big hits, but every pick has been a contributor, and that is very hard to accomplish.  Mark Teahan (26) has clearly been the most successful pick, but Jason Bartlett (14) and Ryan Church (42) have been contributors for several seasons and could start for their teams this season.  You expect more from top 50 picks than Bartlett and Church have delivered, but lots of other guys who went high in the 2005 draft have contributed a lot less.  Maicer Izturis (121) has provided good value as a utility man, and Gustavo Chacin (98) had one very solid season as a starter before getting hurt.  Ryan Doumit (85) is a role player for the Pirates, and is going to be a valuable player off the bench this strat season.  Yep, good draft.
West Oakland:  This was the toughest draft to place.  It is either the weakest of the Good Drafts, or the best of the Not Bad drafts.  JJ Putz (70) might be the best closer in baseball and Kenji Johjima (133) is a solid starting catcher, good value for those picks.  Elijah Dukes (122) was a good gamble, but I really expect him to be spending more time in jail this season than on the field.  If he straightens out his anger issues, he could be something.  Jason Kubel (15) looks like a hitter, but not enough pop to play every day in LF and, looking back, doesn't merit this high a pick.  Clint Barmes (43) got hurt and lost his job to a guy named Tulowitzki.  JR House (72) and Francisco Cruceta (99) just haven't gotten over the hump.

Not Bad, But Not Great Either:

Portland:  Really, this rating is based on the assumption that Alex Gordon (57) is going to be a very good player and perennial all star, because the rest of the draft wasn't much.  Luke Hudson (24) was decent for a couple of seasons, but was he really worth such a high pick?  Phillip Humber (107) still might pan out but has really moved slowly due to injury (watch out for those Rice University pitchers), Clint Everts (130) hasn't done much yet, and Elizardo Ramirez (152) looks like a long-shot at this point.

Annadale: Micah Owings (171) is a regular in the Diamondback rotation, and carries a good stick for a pitcher.  That is great value for the 171st pick in a draft.  Thomas Diamond (56) has been delayed by injury, but could still pan out.  Same could be said about Chuck Tiffany (78), Joacquin Arias (149), and Blake Hawksworth (168), though I think all three are more suspect than prospect at this point, and Rob cut Hawksworth and Tiffany.  Tim Harrikala (104), Matt Peterson (127), Abraham Nunez (154), and Raul Chavez (171) are the type of picks we don't want to be reminded of.  You think maybe I let Robert off too easy on this rating?

Aspen: Ross Gload (21) has been a solid contributor at the major league level for a few seasons, and could play regularly for the Royals this season.  Same can be said for Marco Scutaro (60), who has gotten a lot of playing time as a utility man/2b for the past 4 seasons.  Sergio Mitre (110) seems to be emerging for the Cubs, but Aspen didn't keep him.  Cha Seung Baek (88) seems to be emerging as a contributor to the Mariner staff, so Rene could still get value out of this pick.   Bobby Madritsch (3) gave Rene some innings for one season before disappearing, something you really can't afford out of the third pick in a draft.  Charlie Thomas (31) was a weak pick this high in the draft, but management shrewdly pawned him off on some sucker (me) in a steal trade, so kudos to Rene there.  John Hudgins (48) was a bust this high, and Mark Rogers (132) has been derailed by injury.  Overall, no stars, but 4 solid contributors.  However, with 4 picks in the top 50, Rene had the chance to have a great draft that would have set the franchise up for a number of years and didn't capitalize.  Did I mention this drafting thing is a crapshoot? 
San Bernadino:  Lots of picks, but not much in terms of results.  Mike Gonzalez (12) has been a very good reliever, with a closer rating most seasons, but wouldn't you expect more out of the 12th pick overall?  Vinnie Chulk (179) and Shawn Camp (119) have provided some middle relief innings, but nothing very exciting.  Eric Bruntlett (143) has hung around as a utility player and John Leicester (96) might make the Orioles as a middle reliever, but neither one projects to be much of a regular contributor.  Andres Blanco (40), Tony Giarratano (69), and Juan Brito (192) are complete busts at this point.  Glen Perkins (162) might still pan out, but so far has been slowed by injury.  I think San Bernadino benefited from quantity of picks over quality, but give them credit for sticking the draft out.

Mansfield:  This draft is a lot like Portland's draft.  Justin Verlander (46) sure looks like a great pick, but after that, there isn't much.  Duaner Sanchez (68) has been a solid reliever the past 3 years, giving Mansfield some contribution.  But, Joel Guzman (1), who sure looked good at the time, is a big whiff at this point with the first overall pick.  Even if he does something for the D-Rays, I bet Rob wishes he had that pick back.  Richie Robnett (39) also doesn't seem to merit that high a pick.  Rich Gardner (49) is a complete bust due to injury, and Javier Herrera (83) has the steroid issue.  No depth to the draft, one big hit in Verlander (though not on the level of Ryan Howard), one solid contributor (Sanchez), out of a lot of high picks (4 of the top 50, including the #1 pick overall).  

Tampa Bay:  Where Mansfield had fewer picks, and higher ones, Tampa Bay drafted 12 guys (some high, some low) to get to the same overall level of mediocrity.  Needless to say, there were a lot of busts, like Nick Green (41), Jairo Garcia (50), Anastacio Martinez (128), Jon Zeringue (180) and Andy Phillips (193).  Brandon League (13) and Yusmeiro Petit (21) might not be complete busts yet, but you have to expect more out of 2 high picks like that than Tampa got.  Don't know what to make of Brad Snyder (97).  Kameron Loe (144) and Matt Diaz (163) were good value for that late in the draft, though they cut Diaz pretty quickly.  Lenny DiNardo (204) also seems like good value, except that Tampa cut him as well.  So, why not drop them a notch on the draft board?  Well, Adam Miller (22) looks like he is ready to bust out this year for the Indians, and if he does, this begins to look more like Mansfield's draft.  Besides, I think Mark was running the team in 2005, and I don't want to piss off the Commish!
Maryland:  A lot like Tampa's draft; many picks (13), a couple of keepers, and a lot of head scratching selections.  Starting with the hits, Cameron Maybin (112) and Francisco Liriano (165) were great values where they were picked, but so far, all we have to show for them is one great season out of Liriano.  Still, Maybin looks like a potential all-star and a regular for the Marlins in 2008, and Liriano sure did look great that one season, didn’t he?  Brad Hennessey (102) has been a solid pitcher for the Giants the past 3 seasons, but I traded him in the Charlie Thomas deal with Rene (seemed like a good idea at the time).  Ruben Gotay (61), Jamie Burke (75), Brad Halsey (146), Logan Kensing (175), Todd Williams (182) and Jason Smith (205) were useful players off the bench or in the bullpen for one or two season, which is a good return for picks 146, 175, 182, and 205 , but you have to expect more than that out of picks 61 and 75.  In fact, Williams and Halsey were traded off for useful parts after providing one useful season for the Mounders.  Not sure what to make of Daniel Bard (195) or Yorman Bazardo (212) at this point, but they sure don't look like stars, do they?  Plus, I didn't have the patience to wait on Bazardo.  In fact, Bard seems to be the reincarnation of Nook Lalooche.  I think that Abe Alvarez (120) and Terry Tiffee (124) comfortably qualify as complete busts at this point.  Boy, it really hurt to review this draft.  No wonder we stink.
Torrington:  Ray Cappocchi picked a lot of guys, but so far, has little to show for all that drafting.  Daric Barton (10) should start at first for the A's this year, but when he was drafted this high, he was a catcher, and his value as a corner infielder isn't as high as it was at catcher.  Orber Moreno (67) and Josh Kroger (94) didn't contribute much.  Ryan Raburn (129) looks like a bench player for the Tigers.  This draft actually got better with the late picks than with the earlier picks.  Brandon Moss (141) and George Kottaras (156) are interesting players in the Red Sox system who could be eased into bench roles this season, and bigger roles in the future.  Ubaldo Jimenez (177) and Jeff Keppinger (191) had very good 2007 seasons, though Keppinger was available in free agency, so that reduces the value of the selection.  Hernan Ibarren (202) was a bust.  So, all in all, mediocrity. Then, that madman Jonah Keri took over this team, and scattered these seeds all over the league while re-working the roster 15 times a season and making at least one trade with every owner in the league, winning back to back championships, so who cares what Ray drafted?  Jonah is king!
Port Richey: 14 picks made Fred the busiest drafter.  Unfortunately, quantity did not result in great quality.  Daniel Cabrera (6) has been a workhorse starter for several seasons, but not a great pitcher, and he seems to have regressed over the years.  So Taguchi (63) has been a 5th outfielder for a couple of seasons, but no great shakes.  Jonathan Broxton (174) could turn out to be a great closer, and was excellent value for where he was picked.  Fred Lewis (219), Hayden Penn (222) , and Fernando Nieve (224) are decent value for where they were picked, but so far, none of them has really done much. Blake DeWitt (190) seems to be blocked in the Dodger system.  Matt Miller (90), the late Josh Hancock (113), Donnie Murphy (135), Jason Grabowksi (156), Sean Tracy (201), William Bergolla (210) and Shane Costa (216) have been largely forgettable.  If DeWitt, Lewis, Penn, and Nieve get healthy and get opportunities, this draft could look a lot better in twelve months, but for now, it is a lot like Maryland's and Tampa Bay's; lots of activity for marginal returns.
Ooops!:

Plum Island:  Delwyn Young (82) and Chad Orvella (169) are the best picks Henry made, and they have been, and might continue to be, modest contributors for a couple of seasons.  Jimmy Serrano (186), Jorge Vazquez (198), Thomas Pauly (105), Justin Huisman (208), and Kyle Denney (215) look like complete busts, at this point.  Henry is going to think I am picking on him every year, but you can't find the reason for Plum Island's long history of success from the 2004 and 2005 drafts.  One reason that Plum Island didn't get a lot of mileage out of 2004 and 2005 drafts was that Henry traded his high picks away to help make the playoffs and go deep once he got there.  Might start calling him George Allen (the future is now!).
Waukesha: Jose Capellan (11) and Luis A. Gonzalez (19) pretty much sum things up.  Greg Aquino (58) and Nick Punto (87) have contributed a little, but this isn't much for 2 picks in the top 20 and 4 picks in the top 100.  Nelson Cruz (108) and Brad Eldred (117) are more understandable busts.

Well, there you have it.  While 2005 wasn't that long ago, we sure did whiff a bunch, didn't we?  

